1
- .

Sanitize

. ' , ) . [ ’
Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/17 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600340856-4
‘ 1

¢ : CLASSIFICATION SECRET SEBRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT| 50X1-HUM

INFORMATION FRCM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS CD NO.

COUNTRY USSR DATE OF

INFORMATION 1949 - 1950
SUBJECT Economic - Construction
HOW DATE DIST. 9)0 Sep 1950

PUBLISHED Daily and semiweekly newspapers; i
monthly periodical i

, WHERE
. PUBLISHED USSR NO. OF PAGES 4

DATE

PUBLISHED 23 Nov 1949 - 25 Jul 1950
3 Tov 199 5 Jul 195 SUPPLEMENT TO

LANGUAGE Russian REPORT NO.

1

THIS DOCUNENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
Of THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THT MEANING OF ESPIONAGE AcY 8O
U. 8 C. 31 AND 32,AS AMENDED. 175 TRANSHISSION OR THE REVELATION I
OF 115 CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON iS rro- 18
WIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED.

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Newspapers and periodical as indicated.

USSR CONSTRUCTION FACES DIFFICULTIES
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Use of Machinery Ineffective

In the main, the postwar economic reconstruction of the USSR has been com-
pleted and the present economic level exceeds that of prewar years. Capital
construction has made great progress, but there are still many shortcomings in
construction work. It is necessary to speed up the building process end to re-
duce costs. This involves mechanizatfon of labor methods.

During the first few years of the postwar Five-Year Plan, the main prob-
lem was to equip construction projects with machinery; now the most important
thing 1s to see that the existing equipment is fully utilized. Unfortunately,
this 1s not being done. There are still people who prefer to work with old-
fashioned methods and who claim that the use of machines is " unprofitable and
"expensive" and who complain of high maintenance costs and the necessity of
specially trained personnel. Much harm is done by such statements and by the
antistate practirve of utilizing only 25-30 percent of the existing machinery.
In such cases, it is not surprising that the maintenance of unysed equipment
is too expensive.

There are many smaller construction projects, where the total volume of
construction and assembly work amounts to 4.5 million rubles. For such proj-
ects it would be impracticel to install powerful equipment. It would be more
practical to orgenize special stations, such as excavator stations, loading
and unloading stations and others, which tould service several construction
projects with their equipment. The formation of specialized organizatlons
would make it possible to concentrate trained personnel, to ensure the upkeep
of eguipment, and to reduce operation costs.

To shorten construction periods and cut down overhead expenses, it is
necessary to convert to assembly-line methdds. This can be done only if ma-
chinery is utilized fully and effectively.{1) !
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Red Tape Obstructs Moscow Housing Construction

Housing construction by individual plants in Moscow involves a great deal
of red tape and loss ‘of time. More time is required to obtain the approval
of & new building plan than for the construction of the building itself. To
comply with all the formalities involved, & person must have superstrong nerves
and unlimited patience. Before starting on & construction project, he must go
through a number of channels. The City Planning Commission must include the
building in its construction plan for the city of Moscow on the basis of a num-
ber of documents, references, and communications from the respective ministries.

The Department of Land Allocation and the Administration for Architecture
have to issue a decision regarding the allocation of a construction lot and the
possibility of building on it. Then the Department of Land Allocation writes a
special letter, according to which the order for engineering and geological sur-
veys 1s given and the general construction plen is made, A plan of the building
1s presented to the Architectural Council for approval, accompanied by a multi-
tude of various documents, But this 1s not the end. About & month passes be-
fore the plan is examined and then, most of the time, it is returned for alter-
ations and additions. After that it is re.submitted for approval. Finally,
the plan reaches the State Control for Architecture and Construction, together
with 13 references from various city organizations. All this takes approximately
one year. It often happens that by this time the calendar year has expired and
in thst case the appropriations for construction remain unused. Therefore, steps
have to be taken to obtain & new appropriation, involving more loss of time.
There is no doubt that the time involved in obtaining approval of a building plan
could and should be considerably shortened,(2)

Emphasis on Apartment House Construction in Moscow

During 1949, there have been many shortcomings in the work of construction
organizations under the Moscow Soviet. Construction of apartment houses, schools,
and hospitals . in Moscow has been lagging. Building costs have been too high as
a result of excessive plans and estimates and poor organization. Labor produc-
tivity is low due to inadequate utilization of machinery and lack of mechaniza-
tion. .Tndustriel methods are not sufficiently used. Production of bricks, lime,
alabaster, and comstruction parts is insufficient to meet the demand for these
products. The quality of construction materials, especially bricks, is low. Re-
constructior and repair of dwellings are very slow.

Eight tall buildings in Moscow are now under construction. Considerable
progress has been made in the construction of the Moscow State University in
Leninskiye Gory, the buildings cn Smolenskaya Ploshchad®, Kotel'nicheskaya Na-
berezhnaya, and those near Krasnyye Vorota.

During 1949, the following ministries falled to fulfill the plan for hous-
ing construction: Electric Power Plants, Construction of Heavy Industry Enter-
prises, Construction of Machine-Building Enterprises, Coal Industry, Petroleum
Industry, Food Industry, and Metallurgical Industry. Too much money has been
spent on the construction of small (one to three-story) houses in the subuxrbs
of Moscow, During 1949, more than 500 of these suburban houses were built and
64 percent of all new housing consisted of small houses. There has been con-
siderable construction of small houses in Moscow since the war and the Moscow
City Executive Committee has not hindered this development. However, a govern-
ment decree on the genersl reconstruction plan for the city of Moscow contains
clear directions on this subject. Stalin indicated that such building prac-
tices are wrong and that it is more profitable to build multistoried houses than
small houses. The Moscow Soviet and the various ministries in charge of hous-
ing constructior in the city have been authorized to build multistoried houses
on the main thoroughfares, on embankments, and near railroad stations, and to
discontinue the comstruction of small houses. The Council of Ministers USSR has
determined the height of buildings in accordance with the width of the streets.
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Streets with & width of 12 meters should have buildings of nbt_less than 5-6
stories, l6-meter streets should have 7-8 story buildings, and streets over 16
meters wide should have 10, 12, and 1lh-story buildings.

There are over 60 contracting organizations in Moscow. In 1949, only 30
percent of the total construction work done by these organizations was- housing
construction. At present, the Ministry of Electric Pover Plants has 1k con-
struction sites in the city, which have been set aside for multistoried housing
construction, So far, work has not even begun on nine of these construction
sites. A total of over one million square meters in Moscow have been assigned
to multistoried buildings; only 229,000 square meters, or 21 percent, are now
under construction.(3)

Moscow Building Plans Have Shortcomings

The 1950 plan provides for 500,000 square meters of new housing in Moscow,
that is, 25 percent more then in 1949, Beginning with 1951, the conversion to
multistoried constructirn must be completed.

Plans for three new apartment houses were recently discussed by Moscow
architects, An 1l-story apartment house for students of the Higher Party
School of TsK VKP(b) is to be built on Miusskeya ploshchad', a 13-story apart-
ment building is to go up on Leningradskoye Highway, and 12-story apartment
house on Smolenskaya Naberezhnaya. The plans have shown some shortcomings,
especially with regard to interior planning of apartments, and excessive con-
struction -~costs.(})

6-Month Plan for Housing in Moscow Not Completed

Over 4 billion rubles have been assigned to the development of Moscow
city economy in 1950, including 1,210,000 rubles fer housing construction.
However, there are serious shortcomings in the work of several construction
organizgt}ons and the 6.month plan for housing construction has not been com-
pleted.(5

Leningrad Construction Lagging

During 1949, Leningrad received 279,000 square meters of new housing.
The total area of new housing planned for 1950 is 320,000 square meters.
However, the general progress of construction work in Leningrad i1s highly un-
satisfactory, Builders are lagging consliderably behind the plan. This is H
mainly the fault of the management of construction trusts and of Party and
trade union organizations. For example, Trust No 20 of the Ministry of Con- l
struction of Machine-Building Enterprises USSR operated successfully in 1949,
but has slackened its efforts considerably in 1950, although- the productive
capacities have been increased, The trust continues to operate with outdated
methods which do not meet present requirements and the quality of construction
work has deteriorated. There are many other examples of this kind.

According to preliminary data, only 17: percent of the year plan for hous-
ing construction in Leningrad have been completed in 6 months, The following
trusts are especially unsatisfactory in their work; Trust No 23 of the Minis-
try of Machine-Building Enterprises and the "Lenvuzstroy," "Lenskademstroy,"
"Lenpishchestroy," and "Lenlegprometroy" trusts. Personnel, materials, and
technical equipment are being scattered over numerous comstruction projects.
Construction periods are drawn out needlessly, causing a rise in comstruction
costs. Sometimes new buildings cannot be occupied for a long time because of
minor details, Mechanical equipment is not fully utilized, & fact which 1is
also reflected in the cost and the speed 'of conmstruction work.(6)
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Housing Construction Fails to Keep Pace With Industry in Estonia, Komi

Housing construction in Narva, Tartu, and Tallin, Estonian SSR, has not
been able to keep up with the rapid development of industry in these cities.
The Ministry of Petroleum Industry USSR, and the Ministries of Coal Industry,
Electrical Industry, and Light Industry should give much more attention to
housing construction in the cities where they maintain their enterprises.

Housing construction, communal construction, and constructien of schools,
hospitals, and cultural institutions 1s lagging behind the development of
industry in the Komi ASSR, especielly in the towns of Syktyvkar, Vorkute,
Ukhta, and Pechora.(7)

Construction Lags in Tatar ASSR

The Ministry of Communal Economy Tatar ASSR and the Kazan' City Soviet
are responsible for failure to fulfill the plans for housing construction
and capital repair of buildings in Kazan'.(8)

SOURCES

Mekhanizatsiya Trudoyemkikh i Tyazhelykh Rabot, No 6, Jun 1950
Moskovskiy Bol'shevik, 23 Nov k49

Vechernyaya Moskva, 9 Jun 50

Sovetskoye Iskusstvo, 15 Jul 50

Izvestiya, 8 Jul 50

Leningradskays Pravda, 11 Jul 50

Izvestiya, 18 Jun SO

Krasnaya Tatariya, 25 Jul 50

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/1




